
 
BLUEDBIRD and ANNY – Collision case 
 
 
On September 25, 2007 at 18.35, ANNY collided with BLUEBIRD in calm, but 
foggy weather. The collision took place in Norwegian waters. BLUEBIRD hit 
ANNY midship on starboard side. 
 
Prior to the collision, both ships - running at full speed - had been observing 
each other on the radar and were aware of the risk of a collision taking place. 
They had also been in contact on the VHF. After the collision, ANNY was 
able to document that her master - in order to make the passing of the two 
vessels as smooth as possible - had asked for a starboard-to-starboard pass on 
the VHF. No response was received from BLUEBIRD, but taking into account 
the way the question was asked, ANNY contended that the master of ANNY 
had to assume that the starboard-to-starboard pass had been accepted. 
BLUEBIRD did not accept this contention. She had not received any 
suggestions as to the way the passing should be conducted nor had she 
accepted any such suggestions. A technical examination of BLUEBIRD's 
VHF-equipment revealed that the equipment had not been in full working 
order prior to the collision, making it probable that the message had not come 
over to BLUEBIRD in a proper way. But the master of BLUEBIRD admitted 
that he had heard some parts of ANNY's message, but only as separate words 
making no sense to him and causing him to make remarks to his first mate as 
to the fluency of ANNY's master in English. He had, however, asked ANNY 
to increase the volume on her VHF. 
 
Question 1: Is this a no fault collision, or is ANNY or BLUEBIRD or both of 
them to be blamed for the collision?  
 
Question 2: Assuming that both of the vessels are to be blamed for the 
collision, how would you distribute fault between them? 
 
 


